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July, 17, 2018

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

The South Florida community was devastated by Hurricane Irma last year. Commercial fishermen in my
district lost most of their essential traps and fishing supplies, and farmers across the state saw their valuable crops
destroyed by the devastating storm. For many spiny lobster fishermen, it took several months before they could
resume their fishing operations. Your administration has been so helpful in providing much needed disaster relief to
communities in my district and across the country that were burdened by the difficult hurricane season—they are
just now recovering economically and seeing the positive effects of the aid provided by the federal, state, and local
governments. Unfortunately, even with all the progress being made, I fear that we will lose these gains as China
begins to impose-retaliatory tariffs on all seafood products imported from the United States.

As you are aware, the Administration on July 6, 2018 decided to move forward with plans to impose a 25
percent tariff on $34 billion worth of imports from China under section 301. Immediately after the Administration’s
tariffs went into effect, China retaliated with a 25 percent tariff on its own list of imports for American items
including Florida spiny lobsters, soybeans, beef, pork, nuts and dairy. While [ agree that China should be held
accountable for damaging U.S. businesses with unfair trade practices, this retaliation is also a source of great harm
to U.S. industries.

Spiny lobster fishermen in my district rely on the Chinese market for a significant portion of their
livelihood. Some fishermen export up to 75 percent of their Florida spiny lobsters to China. According to the
Department of Commerce, just 32,000 pounds of Florida lobster were shipped to China in 2010. By 2013, that
number rose to nearly 4 million pounds. More recently, Florida spiny lobster exports have fluctuated from $50
million to $75 million per year. The tariffs on imported spiny lobster from the U.S. will allow countries, such as
Australia, to increase their market share while leaving our spiny lobster fishermen at a competitive disadvantage. As
a result of China’s retaliatory measures, spiny lobster fishermen in the Florida Keys expect the U.S. price of lobster
to decrease to unsustainable levels because supply will greatly exceed demand.

I urge you to return to the negotiating table with China to find an approach that will both address China’s
unfair trade practices and help restrain retaliation, providing our fishermen with a level of certainty they have not
enjoyed since Hurricane Irma and helping them and their communities to return to economic prosperity.
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